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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service is Monday, January 
21, 2019. It is the only federal holiday observed as a 
national day of service – a “day on, not a day off” – and is 
an opportunity for businesses, colleagues and families to 
work together and make an impact in the community all 
month long. 
 
This year, United Way of Northwest Michigan and Traverse 
City Area Chamber of Commerce are #United4MLKDAY and 
invite you to participate in this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day of Service. Grab your co-workers, family, friends, and 
register to volunteer. It is easy, to get started, please visit 
our website for project details, choose a project, register 
and join us on #UNITED4MLKDAY 
 
Working together, businesses, colleagues, and families can 
team up make a difference in our community. Volunteer 
opportunities include reading to children at scheduled 
“Community Read Alouds”, supporting veterans and 
families at Reining Liberty Ranch and a food or hygiene 
drive benefiting area youth. 
 
For additional information or to register your volunteer team 
today, please visit: 
https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/whatshappening/mlk/ or 
bring nonperishable food and hygiene items to the Traverse 
City Area Chamber of Commerce, 202 E. Grandview Pkwy. 
The donations will benefit the Spirit Pantry at TBAISD from 
Jan. 07-21, 8:30-4:30 PM. 
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AmeriCorps VISTA Spotlight

Ashley is an Americorps VISTA of NWMI serving at the Great Start 
Collaborative and the 5toONE project. This is a project that works to 
help children in their first five years reach their highest potential and 
also build and encourage their parent’s leadership and community 
involvement in a five-county area. Over the past year and a half, she 
has been able to assist with the 5toONE Neighborhood Centers, a 
project of the Collaborative; as well as many other projects, research 
and funding opportunities. She has been able to develop and build 
upon many skills during her service and wants to continue learning 
and expanding her outreach during and after her service. 
 
Ashley grew up in Traverse City most of her life and has been able to 
use her knowledge of her hometown to her advantage, both 
professionally and personally. When not working Ashley loves to take 
advantage of free events around the area to try new activities and 
foods and support other local non-profits. You can also find her hiking 
around Pyramid Point and enjoying the view of the bay to escape the 
busyness of the city. 

WELCOME
HOME BASKETS

Community Engagement is important to the owner and the clients at 
Invictus Fitness - Traverse City. Together, they were able to create 5 
Welcome Home Baskets for our neighbors in need. The statement below is 
from Corissa, the owner of Invictus Fitness - Traverse City.  
 
"I believe giving is the reason we are all here on earth. We all have different 
skills, talents, and resources and without each other no one would be 
successful. As a resident of Traverse City, I feel as if it’s my duty to help 
give back into my community. And as a business owner of Invictus Fitness 
Solutions, I want to have same belief with how I approach my business. It’s 
a great feeling to come together with my clients and see what they were 
willing to give to those who are in need in our community during the 
Christmas season with no hesitation. What we are called to do on this 
earth is so much greater than ourselves and being apart of United Way's 
Welcome Home Basket project helps bring that to life for myself and my 
clients. It’s a blessing to have a place like United Way that’s out there 
finding the needs for our community and making the effort to share it 
community-wide so people like myself and my clients can give back in a 
way that’s not challenging." - Corissa Geer  

https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/americorps-vista/


Our Tuesday Toolman group is comprised of 7 
dedicated volunteers that work to help keep 
seniors and families safe in their homes. The 
Tuesday Toolman focus on home safety repairs 
for low-income neighbors. These repairs may 
include installing smoke detectors, working on 
minor plumbing, installing grab bars and 
handrails, weatherization, and more.  
 
This year, the Tuesday Toolman helped 120 
neighbors in need. This project is made possible 
by our dedicated volunteers, our community 
partners; Chemical Bank, Spectrum Cable, and 
TransUnion, as well as our referring agencies; 
Munson Health Care, Area Commision on Aging, 
Area Agency on Aging and NMCAA. 
 
If you're interested in becoming a referring 
agency or a volunteer, please contact Michelle 
Krumm at michellek@unitedwaynwmi.org. 
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Text: Zip Code to 898211 Phone: 2-1-1 or 1.800.887.1107 

CONTACT US

https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/tuesday-toolmen/
https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/tuesday-toolmen/
https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/michigan-211/
https://www.unitedwaynwmi.org/tuesday-toolmen/
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As Aristotle said: 
 
“To give away money is an easy matter and in any man’s power. 
But to decide to whom to give it, and how large and when, and for 
what purpose and how, is neither in every man’s power nor an 
easy matter.” 
Giving is easy, but why and where to give are difficult questions 
to answer. Listed below are five great reasons why people should 
give to charity. Deciding where and how much is a personal 
decision, but there is not much to argue with when it comes to 
why 
 
1. Sense of Purpose 
Giving to charity helps you participate in a cause you feel strongly 
about. Even if you don’t have the time to volunteer, charitable 
gifts go a long way in helping organizations operate and impact 
those they help. 
 
In addition, studies show that people who give to charity are 
happier people. So when faced with the decision of whether to 
buy an unneeded new pair of shoes or donate that money to a 
cause, choose the cause. You may not get new shoes, but you 
will be much happier in the long run. 
 
2. You can make a difference 
While it may seem that a small donation won’t make a big 
difference, however even small gifts can have a big impact. 
 
3. Donations are often tax-deductible 
Giving money to most charitable organizations has the added 
benefit of being tax deductible. 
 
What does this mean in concrete terms? If someone were to give 
$100 to a tax-exempt organization of his or her choice, the 
donation may actually only turn out to be $65 or less due to tax 
refunds. The donation not only benefits the organization, but also 
the individual giving. 

 
4. Matching Gifts can have a big impact 
A great way to give to charity is to find an organization or 
corporation that will do a matching gift. Matching gifts are when a 
company will match dollar-for-dollar what their employee gives; 
maximizing the impact of the gift as well as creating a positive 
image for the company. 
 
Corporations and Organizations like Meijer, Costco, Enterprise, ITW, 
Hobart, UPS, and Rotary all offer some of the best employee 
matching gift programs. 
 
5. Create a budget, plan ahead 
Whether its $25 or $2500, donations are possible from every 
budget. Plan a charity budget that allows for a donation each year. 
Even two percent of your yearly income can make a big difference. 
For someone making $30,000, that could be around $500! 
 
Before giving to charity, be sure to do research. Numerous websites 
exist to help potential donors find out what organizations are most 
legitimate and what cause they think could benefit most. Like all 
things in life, research will not only make potential donors better 
informed but will also maximize the impact for each donation. 
 
Donations to United Way can be made at 
https://give.unitedwaynwmi.org/campaign/website-giving- 
campaign/c192368 or contact Leisa Eckerle Hankins, Community 
Resource Director at 231-947-3200 ext. 211.

https://give.unitedwaynwmi.org/campaign/website-giving-campaign/c192368

