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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1929. He grew up at a time in 
the United States, and especially in the south, when people of color were not allowed in 
places with white people.  They were required to have their own schools and places of 
worship.  They were not allowed in most restaurants and had to ride at the back of a bus, 
forced to give up their place to a white person if there were not enough seats.  The racial 
prejudice he experienced as a child inspired him to dedicate his entire life to achieving 
equality and justice for Americans of every color 

Martin Luther King Jr. was actually born Michael King Jr. His father, who was also a pastor, 
traveled to Germany and was so inspired by the Reformation leader Martin Luther that he 
changed both his and his son’s names.   

Martin Luther King. Jr. started college at the age of 15.  He was so gifted intellectually that 
he skipped grades 9 and 12.   

Martin Luther King. Jr. was a minister and activist who became the most visible 
spokesperson and leader of the civil rights movement from 1955 until his assassination in 
1968. He believed in advancing civil rights through nonviolence and civil disobedience.  He 
was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi.   

He led the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott.   

Martin Luther King, Jr. was imprisoned almost 30 times for standing up against racial 
prejudice.   

The best way to understand his dedication to equality for all is to read his “I Have a Dream 
Speech,” given at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. in 1963.   

For more on Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr. and his dedication to equality for all people, check 
out a book at your local library!   
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