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In the coming year, we will move through unfamiliar times and feel strains 
we haven’t felt in a generation. United Way will stay focused on the big 
picture: supporting strategies to ensure individuals are able to
forge pathways to educational opportunities, financial independence, and 
access to optimal health. We believe bringing people together will make 
success an option for everyone.  

But we can’t do it alone, because we know change doesn’t happen 
simply by hope. United, as one, we can change the story: the story of 

one and the story of many. We - UNITED AS ONE - can write a new 
ending for families and individuals facing tough challenges by 
solving our community’s most critical problems. 

Our work, guiding data-driven impact, will make it easier to 
connect community needs with opportunities for success. We are 
here because of you, with you, and for you. 

I am new here, ready to start a new story, and I have never felt 
more at home. I am grateful to serve at the helm of United Way of 

Northwest Michigan. Please join me - become a Game Changer, a 
Hand Raiser, a Problem Solver.

Are you ready to write a new story?

TELLING A STORY
I am new here.

And with my personal transition to Northwest 
Michigan, your United Way has started a new 
story this past year. Talented leadership, 
along with strong community support, 
has been addressing critical problems 
and building local, need-based 
solutions to create long-term change 
across our five-county region.

What I have learned in my short 
time here is that our community 
has many stories and see the need 
in those stories. Our community 
is committed to meeting the 
needs of our neighbors, from our 
local companies to our nonprofit 
organizations, our civic groups to our 
volunteers and generous individuals – this 
community is at the core of every story. SETH JOHNSON

President 
United Way of Northwest Michigan



CORNER
833 TOTAL CALLS

Every day, people across 
Northwest Michigan turn 
to 211 for information and 
support—whether financial, 

domestic, health or disaster-
related. 211 is a free, 
confidential referral and 
information helpline and 
website that connects 
people of all ages and 
from all communities to 
the essential health and 
human services they need, 

24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

265 AGENCIES IN DATABASE

IMPACT STORY
Meet Ronny from our cover. 

Ronny was surviving by living on the streets and in homeless shelters 
throughout Northwest Michigan, all while trying to treat underlying health 
conditions that prevented him from living with stability and strength. Every 
day, his challenge was to get off the unending roller coaster he described 
as being his life and feel as though he had value. If someone could just see 
the need, he could get past the adversity and look forward to the future. 

United Way of Northwest Michigan sees the need in our community 
and understands the vital importance of joining forces with residents, 
community-based organizations such as Northwest Michigan 
Supportive Housing, corporations, and donors to accelerate 
community change efforts across the region. 

Today, Ronny is safe and stable in his own home and he couldn’t 
be more proud. Ronny is off the roller coaster-life that he once 
described, his story has changed considerably.

Join us to create more positive beginnings and happier endings by 
helping to rewrite the stories of our community members in need.  
Everyone deserves opportunities to build a good life. 
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UNITED WAY OF NORTHWEST MICHIGAN
202 E. Grandview Parkway
Traverse City, MI 49684
231.947.3200
uwnwmi.org

UNITED   AS ONE,
OUR VISION

United Way envisions a world where all individuals 
and families achieve their human potential through 

health, education, and financial stability. 

OUR MISSION
We connect and mobilize the caring power of our 
local communities to advance the common good.

WE CHANGE THE 
STORY OF MANY.



CHANGE DOESN’T HAPPEN ALONE.

Help us get the word out.

Please share how YOU plan to join the 

fight and transform your community with  

United Way of Northwest Michigan. 

Be sure to include #UnitedWayNWMI

@UnitedWayNWMI


